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The Event 
 

2020 marks the 50 year anniversary of the first National Women’s Liberation Conference in the UK. In 
February 1970, women of Ruskin College Cambridge organised a meeting to discuss the contemporary 
position of women. Organisers expected between one hundred or two hundred people. Five hundred women 
showed up. "Everybody arrived with their sleeping bags on Friday night. It was turmoil. '' This event was a 
consolidating moment. Historian, Sheila Rowbotham, says this was the moment "a movement could be said 
to exist" and one of the biggest landmarks in British women's history. It is in this spirit Woman’s Place UK 
welcome all conference attendees. We still have much to do. 
 

WPUK in conjunction with UCL Women’ s Liberation 
Special Interest Group are excited to create a 
dynamic platform to once more reflect on women’s 
contemporary position.   Leading feminist 
researchers,  activists and writers will be keynote 
speakers, host panel discussions and facilitate 
interactive workshops on a variety of topics. There 
will be a practical focus on empowerment of 
participants to return to their communities and 
workplaces with a focus on activism and building solutions for women and girls. 
 

We have 30 workshops, 5 panel discussions and 2 plenaries addressing the themes of the WPUK manifesto, 
including but not limited to: the economic status of women; ending violence, harassment and abuse of 
women and girls; improving access to healthcare, education and training; justice for women in the legal 
system; representation and participation in democracy, culture, sports and all areas of public life. 

 

The Organisers 

 

UCL Women’s Liberation Special Interest Group (SIG) brings together academics 

and other staff from a range of disciplines whose research addresses pressing social and political issues 
concerning the status and meaning of women’s rights. 
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We aim to generate public conversations and collaborations around these issues in the context of 
contemporary debates on the nature of sex and gender inequalities and the extent to which they are rooted 
in biology, social structures and individual identities. 
 
The timing of this initiative celebrates fifty years since the first Women’s Liberation conference in the UK in 
1970, while recognising the serious challenges still facing women globally today, including violence against 
women and girls, representation in the media and in politics, sexual harassment, income inequality, and the 
burden of care worksystem; representation and participation in democracy, culture, sports and all areas of 
public life. 
 

Woman’s Place UK was founded by Judith Green, Ruth Serwotka & Kiri Tunks in 2017, together 

with activists from a range of  backgrounds including trade unions, women’s organisations, academia and the 
NHS. We are united by our belief that women’s hard won rights must be defended.  We are against all forms 
of discrimination. We believe in the right of everyone to live their lives free from discrimination and 
harassment. Women face both endemic structural and personal inequality. This is reflected, for example, in 
the high levels of sexual harassment and violence against women & girls; the gender pay gap; 
discrimination at work. This is why sex is a protected characteristic in the Equality Act (2010) which we 
believe must be defended. 
We will continue to organise public meetings and work to make sure women’s voices are heard in all matters 
of concern to them. 
 

Our original 5 Demands 
 

1. Respectful and evidence-based discussion about the impact of the proposed changes to the 
Gender Recognition Act to be allowed to take place & for women’s voices to be heard.  

2. The principle of women-only spaces to be upheld – and where necessary extended. 
3. A review of how the exemptions in the Equality Act which allow for single sex services or 

requirements that only a woman can apply for a job (such as in a domestic violence refuge) are 
being applied in practice. 

4. Government to consult with women’s organisations on how self-declaration would impact on 
women-only services and spaces. 

5. Government to consult on how self-declaration will impact upon data gathering – such as crime, 
employment, pay and health statistics & monitoring of sex-based discrimination such as the 
gender pay gap 
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Our experience in campaigning on these 5 demands has exposed the poor state of women’s rights in the UK. 
We therefore developed  a broader campaign on the foundations we had built, launching  a new set of 
demands in January 2019 and a Manifesto in May 2019, which is available at this conference and on our 
website. 

 

 

Our 2019 Resolutions 

1. Women have a right to self-organise  Women have a right to self-organisation, to speak and to be heard 
free from fear of abuse, threat or vilification in public & political discourse & in academia. This should be 
actively facilitated by those with civic or legal responsibility for promoting equality. 

2. The law must work for women The law must be strengthened to ensure that all women who want or need 
single sex spaces (including toilets, health provision accommodation, prisons, sports, sexual and domestic 
violence services) are able to access them without resorting to extraordinary measures. Service providers 
should be supported in offering such services through legal &  financial means & clear guidance must be 
issued on the exercising of such rights. 

3. An end to violence against women Government must make the end to male violence against women & 
girls a priority. Sustainable funding for independent women-led services for women subjected to VAWG must 
be fully resourced by central government alongside the implementation of statutory relationships & sex 
education in all schools. 
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4. Nothing about us without us. All organisations, committees & politicians speaking on issues of material 
concern to women to demonstrate that they have widely consulted the women they represent & serve & 
that such consultation informs their action & their policies. 
5. Sex matters Rigorous collection and analysis of sex-based data and high-quality research must be central 
to the development of any services, policies or actions which address women’s needs or which challenge sex 
discrimination & inequality. 
 

 
 

The Exhibition 
 
Our exhibition “A Woman’s Work” celebrates the tradition of female and feminist textile art, both explicitly 
and implicitly political, and launches the development of a new approach towards the commissioning of 
feminist art as the Women’s Liberation Movement reboots itself.  From banners to bedspreads, tablecloths to 
tribunals, for oldtimers and new arrivals alike, A Woman’s Work has just begun… 
 
The content has been curated to ensure that it remains as controversial as the Women’s 
Liberation Movement was 50 years ago or when Judy Chicago made her Dinner Party. 
There are those that would object to the original 4 demands, are offended by witch- 
burning, images of wombs, free assembly, free speech, autonomy of women to organise, 
autonomy of black women to organise separately. The original 4 demands (equal pay, equal educational & job 

opportunities, free contraception & abortion on demand & free 24-hour nurseries) were themselves controversial 
within the women’s movement, and led to additional demands in 1974 & 1978.   
 
This is a serious show, as part of a serious conference, and if treated as such, will provide no traction for 
invented scandal. 
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The Quilt 
Thank you to Holly Smith for designing, stitching,  

& donating this beautiful vibrant quilt: 
 ‘Spring Flowers’ 

 

Raffle tickets are available to win this hand 
stitched work of art. The winning ticket will be 

pulled in the closing plenary. 
 

All proceeds go towards the cost of this 
Conference and the UCL Women’s Liberation SIG. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

University College London Code Of Practice On Freedom Of Speech 
 
UCL has a long tradition of safeguarding freedom of speech. UCL is committed to upholding academic 
freedom of enquiry in its teaching and research and to ensuring that free and open discussion can take place 
in an atmosphere of tolerance.  
 
The key aim of UCL policies is the creation of an environment on and off campus that permits freedom of 
speech and expression within a framework of respect for the rights of others. These are included in codes of 
practice, policies and procedures that students agree to comply with on commencement of their studies.  
 
All ticket holders and participants have received a copy of the ‘Code of Practice' and accepting them is a 
condition of booking.  https://www.ucl.ac.uk/srs/file/2735 
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Timetable      
 

09.00-10.00 Registration & coffee 

 

10.00-11.15 Opening Plenary                                   Logan Hall 

 

11.15-12.15 Themed Panels                  

 

12.15-1.30 Lunch 

 

13.30-14.30 Workshop 1 (55 minutes) 

 

14.30-15.30 Workshop 2 (55 minutes 

 

15.30-16.00 Tea 

 

16.00-17.00 Closing plenary                                     Logan Hall 

 

17.00-18.00 Self-organised regional networking                   
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19.00-21.00 Social event 

 

Plenary sessions Logan Hall 
 

Opening plenary  Joanna Cherry QC MSP 

Maya Forstater   
Pragna Patel    

Chair: Sophie Scott 
  

Closing Plenary  Joan McAlpine MSP 

    Julie Bindel  
Kiri Tunks 

   Chair: Holly Smith   
 

Panel Sessions 
1. How can women campaign for our own interests? Elvin Hall 

 

Mary Davis 
Judith Green 
Pragna Patel 

Chair: Holly Smith 

 

2. How can we make the law work for women? Level W03 Room 1 
 

Harriet Wistrich 
Julian Norman  
Allison Bailey  
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Chair: Ruth McGinity 
 

 
 

3. What needs to happen to end violence against women & girls? 
Drama Studio 

 

Karen Inglala Smith 
Nina M 

Fiona Broadfoot 
Chair: Judith Suissa 

 
 

Panel Sessions 
 

 
 

4. How can policy making work for women? Level C03 Room 9 
 

Alice Sullivan 
Mary-Ann Stephenson 
Lucy Hunter Blackburn 
Chair: Lesley Gourlay 
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5. Do sex differences exist & do they matter? Logan Hall 
 

Sophie Scott 
Katie Alcock 
Emma Hilton 

Chair: Gemma Moss 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Workshops 
 

Session One  13:30-14:30 & Session Two  14:30-15:30 
 

The following workshops run in both sessions: 
Except workshops 17 & 19 and 20 

 
 

1. Women & Law 
 Audrey Ludwig & Julian Norman 
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This workshop will start with a crash course in the legal system, then divide into two sets. One set will learn how to 
challenge Equality Impact Assessments, while the other will focus on how to manage in court as a litigant in person. 
The group will all come back together at the end for a Q&A. 
 

2. Women’s Rights are Human Rights: using the law and lobbying to uphold our rights  
              Rosa Freedman, Viv Hayes & RadfemLawyer 

Women have sex-based human rights protections at the national &  international levels. Knowing our rights & 
campaigning for them are the only way we can make sure they are not eroded or erased. This workshop will focus 
on practical ways we can all use CEDAW, international human rights bodies, and the Equality Act to uphold our 
human rights. 
 

3. Speaking up in universities and HE 
Shereen Benjamin, Kathleen Stock & Raquel Rosario Sanchez 

Universities are responsible for encouraging discussion and exchange of views on difficult and controversial issues 
& they have a legal duty to protect freedom of expression for their employees, students & visiting speakers. But in 
far too many universities, managers are failing to uphold academic freedom to discuss sex & gender by (e.g.) 
allowing the de-platforming of feminist speakers & by failing to address the targeting of students and staff who 
express critical views. Join us to find out more about what’s happening, share strategies for managing the hostility 
directed towards feminists in universities, and work with us to design a resource that we aim to use with university 
managers to help them uphold their responsibilities to safeguard academic freedom. 

 

 
 

4. Speaking up: how to & what to be aware of 
 Jodie Ginsberg & Helen Steel 

A practical workshop that will give participants the tools to speak out and up more effectively and engage in 
constructive debate online & off. We’ll also guide you through some of the laws that protect protest and freedom of 
expression in the UK. 
 

5. Grassroots Campaigning                                                                This workshop is women only 
Jean Hatchet & Ali Ceesay 

This workshop will focus on grassroots organising & how you can make a difference as an individual or as part of a 
small group. There will be a focus on the use of social media combined with physical actions &  how to make wider 
links, create noise & amplify. 
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6. Organising in political parties  
Kay & Dawn 

Many women feel that political parties are not working for, or representing women's concerns, or considering 
women's needs in policy making. Activists from the Labour & Green party will explore how women can self-organise 
within political parties & provide an insight into how party mechanisms can be made to work for women. 
 

7. Organising in trade unions  
Cindy Douglas, Lucy Masoud & Ruth Serwotka 

A Woman’s Place is in a trade union but membership alone won’t guarantee women’s interests are served. This 
session highlights the need for representation & how you can engage effectively in your union to influence & effect 
change. 
 

8. Organising in communities & NGOs  
Pilgrim Tucker & Marjorie Mayo 

Participants in this workshop will share experiences of organising in communities and NGOs. The session will open 
with brief reflections from two very different experiences:  organising on housing & service provision more widely 
including Grenfell & campaigning for social housing & a women’s centre on the Holloway Women’s site. The session 
will conclude by sharing experiences of strategies and tactics to build social justice movements for the longer term. 
 

9. Lesbians in a straight world: Lesbian erasure & visibility This workshop is women-only 
Angela Wild, Grace Adetoro, Sarah Masson, Maji, Charlie Evans & Liane Timmermann 

This workshop will address questions such as: what is lesbian erasure; why is lesbian visibility important & how to 
support lesbians. The workshop will include several short interventions from several speakers to represent many 
viewpoints. 

 

 
 

10. Disability, women’s rights & activism 
Fiona A Kumari Campbell,  Michelle  Moore & Becki Meakin 

Our workshop leaders have a great deal of experience of disability, women’s rights & activism. This workshop will 
start with a look at barriers to participation faced by disabled women helping to unlock creative ways of thinking 
about inclusion. We aim to open up conversations about disabled women’s rights; activism through sharing 
experience, some practical exercises & talking together as much as we can. 
 

11.  Challenging the hostile environment: race & inclusion 
Rahila Gupta 
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This workshop will address the ways in which women are affected by the increasingly hostile environment for Black 
people, migrants & refugees as well as consider strategies that can be used to assert women's rights & to challenge 
discriminatory policies and laws. 
 

12. Men supporting women’s rights (without taking over, talking over or expecting medals) 
Michael Conroy & David Challen 

The workshop will be an interactive exploration of why & how men must acknowledge the crucial role we have in 
speaking out against misogyny & male violence. The focus will be on lessons learned & lessons that need to be 
learned  by men in engaging in pro-women's rights activism: what to do - what not to do - & how to engage other 
men.  
 

13. Making the media work for women  
Hannah Bayman, Nina Goswami, Reged Ahmed  & Tammi Walker 

Join some seasoned journalists for a workshop on making the media work for you. They will share their tips & tricks 
for speaking on TV & radio, creating a presence on social media & writing press releases. Also find out about your 
rights when the media spotlight is on you. 
 

14. Towards a progressive RSE system 
Gemma Aitchison & Philippa Harvey 

This workshop aims to inform participants on developments in current Relationship and Sex Education (RSE) 
practice &  policy. It will then go on to consider how best to ensure these policies & practices are delivered across 
all age ranges so that they can challenge damaging attitudes & foster healthy relationships. 
 

15. Women & local economic decisions  
Janet Veitch & Sue Himmelweit 

This will be a practical workshop from the UK Women’s Budget Group. For over 30 years we have been putting 
feminism into economics & economics into feminism. Political commitments mean nothing unless they are backed 
up with hard cash, but tax & spending decisions are often made behind closed doors with few or no women in the 
room, & no understanding of the impact that cuts in services, have on women. You will learn the basic principles of 
making budgets responsive to women’s needs & how to influence the money that your local council puts into 
services, using real life examples from local & national government. 
 

 

16. Prevention of violence against women This workshop is women only 
Michaela Clare Addison & Hibo Wardere 

This workshop will focus on the issue of violence against women & girls including female genital mutilation, sexual 
violence, sexual exploitation & how we challenge it. The workshop will be run by two experienced campaigners in 
this field who will bring insight & experience to the topic. 
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17. Abolition of the sex trade                 This workshop is women only              First Session ONLY 
Fiona Broadfoot 

The workshop is survivor led & will explore the global issues surrounding the Sex Trade with a focus on abolition. 
 

18. A woman’s place is not in prison 
Frances Crook & Jo Phoenix 

This workshop will explore the various ways in which imprisonment & criminalisation impact differently on men & 
women. It will map out some of the current organisations working with & for incarcerated & criminalised women & 
explore possibilities for change in the future. While the first part of the workshop will be the presentation of 
information, there will be plenty of time for participants to discuss issues & explore new ideas. 
 

19. Critical issues in Women’s sexual and reproductive health                            First Session ONLY 
Susan Bewley 

The battle for control & comfort with our bodies, appropriate medical interventions & women's access to abortion. 
Reproductive rights in the UK is far from over. This workshop will explore women's historic fight for these services, 
where we have been, why ‘medicalisation’ harms us, what still needs to change, &  how we can campaign to bring 
about that change. 
 

20. Brexit is not done: What is the feminist agenda for the negotiations?           Session Two ONLY 
Mary-Ann Stephanson & Sylvia Walby 

The negotiations from now until 31 December are more important than the decisions so far.  What should the 
feminist agenda be as the UK negotiates over the Single European Market (where most gender equality legislation 
is rooted) & the European Area for Freedom Justice & Security (relevant for violence against women)? 
 

21. Countering wrong body narratives 
Stephanie Davies-Arai 

This workshop  will look at the important message behind the joyful book #My Body is Me! by Rachel Rooney, 
illustrated by Jessica Ahlberg. Taking this book & its accompanying resources as our starting point we will explore 
the ways we can encourage young children to feel positive about their bodies, celebrate differences & similarities & 
challenge gender stereotypes. Together we will create a teachers' guide to embedding body positive messages 
across the Early Years & Primary curriculum, laying the groundwork for body confidence in adolescence. Bring your 
expertise, your book recommendations & your enthusiasm with you to help create an inspiring resource for primary 
schools! 
 

22. Intersectional Feminism  
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Claire Heuchan 

The term intersectionality appears everywhere from tote bags to Twitter bios. But the more it's used as a buzzword, 
the more depoliticised it becomes. This workshop is an introduction to intersectionality as radical politics rooted in 
Black feminist thought. 

 
 

23. Doing Women's History: motives, methods, politics & fun  
Selina Todd & Sarah Pederson 

Recovering & learning from our past is vital for building our movement. We'll bust some myths about the history of 
feminism & womanhood; scrutinise some exciting new sources of information about women's lives & activism in 
the past; & explore ways that everyone can be a feminist historian.  
 

24. Lessons from the women’s movement  
Paula Boulton 

This participative informal workshop will be held in a circle with all on an equal footing as a basic principle of how 
she organises. After sharing her own activism herstory, participants will be encouraged to share theirs. Collectively 
the group will examine "How did we do it the first time round & how can we do it again now? The aim is that 
everyone takes away a concrete action and will feel connected and empowered to carry it out. 
 

25. Secularism, faith and the women’s movement  
Yasmin Rehman & Maryam Namazie 

Minority communities are increasingly constructed and viewed through the lens of religious identity. Faith based 
actors and religious leaders are at the centre of delivering support services and in administering justice to minority 
communities and particularly women. At the same time secularism has become framed as Western and anti-religious 
with debates pitting 'religious' feminists & secular feminists at opposite ends in the struggle for gender equality. 
This workshop will explore some of the discussions around secularism, religion and the fight for women's equality.   
 

26. Sex & class – Ladies versus Women!  
Louise Raw 

Any woman who’s ever been told to get back in the kitchen or make a misogynist a sandwich has the Victorians to 
blame. With industrialisation & the sudden visibility of working women, the 19C patriarchy rallied against the 
ghastly spectacle of the ‘factory Girl’- financially independent, alarmingly free of male control, & almost CERTAINLY 
‘immoral’... The subsequent demonization of working-class women & creation of the mythical ‘angel in the house’ 
ideal of the home-loving, non-sexual, ‘lady’ has plagued us ever since. This workshop will look at the myths, & how 
women resisted.  
 

27. Why is the media’s coverage of women’s issues so terrible? 
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Helen Joyce 

This workshop will explore the poor coverage of women's issues/ women in the media, offer some insights into real 
life experience and offer some theories as to why they this has happened. Participants will be encouraged to 
identify issues of concern to them & work together to brainstorm actions and solutions. 
 

28. Why are men not held accountable for violence against women & girls? 
Jessica Taylor                                                                                   This workshop is women only 

This workshop will address the different theories and global perspectives on why women and girls are blamed for 
violence against us. 
 

 
29. ‘Becoming woman' - Sex-based socialisation & the second wave  

Jane Clare Jones & Dani Ahrens 

In this workshop we will explore De Beauvoir's famous quote & think about what 'woman' means & the social role 
of 'woman'. We will examine whose interests are served by female socialisation & what this tells us about the 'deep 
structure of gender.' 
 

30. Feminism & Neoliberalism 
Judith Suissa & Bea Campbell 

In this workshop, we will look critically at some claims about the tensions & overlaps between the feminist 
movement & the neoliberal project, & explore possibilities for the movement in a post-neoliberal climate. 
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Biographies 
Michaela Clare Addison is a working class Northerner living in London who quit a fashion career to dedicate 
her time to support women & girls who have been harmed by men. “Radical feminism saved my life”. She is 
an advocate for young women & girls who have been subjected to sexual violence, providing space to 
explore their rights, options & emotions whilst supporting them through the Criminal Justice System. She is 
currently completing an MA in women & child abuse, focusing my dissertation on recognising and supporting 
young women &  girls affected by gangs as victims not perpetrators. @M_Addison_Clare 

Grace Adetoro is an activist and musician, notable for producing the Radical Feminist anthem "TERF is a 
slur", who uses hip-hop and music to express her radical feminist view points on topics from gender identity 
to the patriarchy. Grace also has a Youtube channel: Radical Responses, where she responds to videos of 
people with different views giving her Radical Feminist opinion to encourage conversation & express 
viewpoints that are often silenced &  marginalised. Grace believes in standing alongside other women and 
speaking up against oppression in order to gain liberation. @GraceAdetoro 

Reged Ahmad is an experienced international news anchor with the BBC. She regularly presents 
programmes and podcasts across BBC World News TV & BBC World Service Radio. Reged is also an 
experienced correspondent having worked for the Australian Broadcasting Corporation in Sydney before 
joining the BBC. Alongside her broadcasting work, Reged is a voice over artist & hosts conferences & other 
events. She has appeared on panels in Australia talking about the role of journalism in the public sphere & is 
an engaging public speaker @RegedAhmadBBC 

Dani Ahrens is a Brighton-based activist, political textile artist & blogger. She campaigned against Section 
28 & was a founding organiser of Brighton Pride in 1991. A lifelong campaigner for peace, environmental  
social justice, she now focuses on practical solidarity with migrants & refugees, & with benefit claimants. 
She spoke at WPUK’s September 2019 fringe meeting at Labour Party conference. She tweets as 
@rebelyarns 

Gemma Aitchison is qualified in youth work, community & social policy. She has done research for the 
prevention of violence against women & spoken at European Parliament. More recently she has worked with 
the Shadow Minister for Women & Equalities to successfully secure consent-based sex education for the 
curriculum, & she has also worked on child sexual exploitation prevention policy. Gemma founded YES 
Matters UK after the rape & murder of her little sister in 2013, to tackle consent, sexual objectification, 
victim-blaming & the damage of gender stereotypes. Right now, Gemma is working with survivors & 
communities to tackle victim-blaming,  researching the impact of sexual objectification of women & girls on 
their equal access to justice. @matters_yes 

Katie Alcock is a senior lecturer in developmental psychology at Lancaster University who researches 
children's language and thinking. She is particularly interested in how children's upbringing and culture 
affect their development, and in children with developmental difficulties. Recently she has become very 
interested in how children learn about the two sexes and about sex stereotypes, and how children who don't 
yet understand that things aren't always what they look like can work out the difference between 
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appearance and reality. She has been a feminist since her mum pointed out that Sindy didn't have such fun 
things to do as Action Man, and she wasn't allowed to sing in the church choir with her brother. 

Allison Bailey is a Barrister and founding member of the LGB Alliance. @BluskyeAllison  

Hannah Bayman is a journalist & filmmaker with a special interest in politics & women’s issues. Her short 
films have been shown at a number of festivals. She has worked in the UK &  France as a video journalist for 
the BBC. She was a TV presenter for six years on BBC Look North & is currently a journalist for the BBC News 
Channel & One O’Clock News. @hannahbayman 
 
Dr Shereen Benjamin is a Senior Lecturer in Primary Education at the University of Edinburgh, & a 
longstanding feminist, trade unionist & peace activist. She is a member of ForWomen Scotland, & is on the 
Labour Women’s Declaration working group. In June 2019 she organised an open panel discussion on 
women’s sex-based rights at the University of Edinburgh which was heavily targeted by transactivists. She is 
attempting to organise a second event on campus, currently indefinitely postponed. 
 
Susan Bewley is Professor Emeritus Obstetrics & Women’s Health, King’s College London. She 
qualified as a doctor in 1982, became the first woman sub-specialising in maternal-fetal 
medicine in the UK. She worked as a  consultant & Clinical Director at Guy’s & St Thomas’ 
Hospitals,  and Clinical Director at NHS London. Latterly she was a Sexual Offences Examiner & 
job-share clinical lead at The Havens Sexual Assault Referral Centres. She has published widely 
on severe maternal morbidity & health aspects of violence against women & girls. She chaired 
NICE Guideline Development Groups. She chairs the charity Healthwatch-UK for science & 
integrity in healthcare’ https://www.healthwatch-uk.org/ @susan_bewley 
 
Julie Bindel is a journalist, writer, broadcaster and researcher. She has been active in the global campaign to 
end violence towards women & children since 1979 & has written extensively on rape, domestic violence, 
sexually motivated murder, prostitution & trafficking, child sexual exploitation, stalking, & the rise of 
religious fundamentalism &  its harm to women and girls. She writes regularly for The Guardian newspaper, 
the New Statesman, Truthdig, the Telegraph & the Sunday Times magazine, and appears regularly on the 
BBC and Sky News. Julie was Visiting Journalist at Brunel University (2013 - 2014) and Visiting Researcher at 
Lincoln University (2014 - 17).  Her latest book is The Pimping of Prostitution: Abolishing the Sex Work 
Myth, 2017. She is currently working on a book entitled Feminism for Women. @Bindelj 
 
Lucy Hunter Blackburn is a postgraduate researcher at the University of Edinburgh, in the final stages of an 
ESRC-funded PhD on student funding. She has 20 years of experience of policy making at local and national 
level, most recently as a senior civil servant in the Scottish Government. She has also worked as a freelance 
researcher and since late 2018 has been active with Lisa Mackenzie and Kath Murray as 
MurrayBlackburnMackenzie, an Edinburgh-based policy analysis collective, particularly focussed at present 
on the census and on the introduction of self-declared gender identity in policy and law. @lucyhunterb 

Paula Boulton is a lifelong political activist, she notably walked to Moscow for peace in the 80s & was 
involved at Greenham Common. She set up & ran a Women’s Centre for 20 years, & established a Refuge in 
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her home town of Corby. She is currently involved in Lesbian rights activism &  is a Non-Violent Direct 
Action Trainer.  

Fiona Broadfoot is a sex trade survivor. Fiona spent 11 years entrenched in the abusive system of 
Prostitution, coerced at the age of 15. Fiona has dedicated her life to educating / raising awareness of the 
harms of prostitution on individuals and society. Fiona is founder and CEO of Build A Girl, an early 
intervention and prevention project for girls and Young Women. 

Beatrix Campbell is a writer, feminist, Green Party activist, playwright, broadcaster & social commentator.   
 
Fiona Kumari Campbell FRSA is a Professor of Disability & Ableism Studies, University of Dundee. She 
attended her first feminist conference in 1984 & was involved in women’s conscious-raising groups. Along 
with other disabled women she has attempted to engage with feminists (with mixed success) concerning 
disabled women issues around poverty & violence. As a biracial, lesbian, disabled & minority religious 
woman, intersectional issues are core to her lived experiences & academic research about ableism, law & 
cultures. Fiona is interested in how different experiences of being human can contribute to thinking about 
celebrating diversity & some of its incumbent challenges. @f_k_campbell 

Ali Ceesay is a grassroots Brighton based feminist organiser & activist with a focus on VAWG, sex based 
rights, single sex provisions & spaces for women & girls. Her experience as a user of  DV services informs her 
advocacy for single sex spaces. Founding member of The School Bus Project she is also motivated by 
society’s  failure to safeguard & respond to the needs of migrant & refugee women & children. One of the 
founding members of Brighton ReSisters. Did tweet as @BrightonReSisters.  Another woman 
#bannedbytwitter 

David Challen is a domestic abuse campaigner & a keynote speaker. He successfully campaigned to free his 
mother Sally Challen in a landmark appeal recognising the lifetime of coercive control she suffered in 
February of this year. David continues to speak out against violence against women, recognising women's 
experiences in the criminal justice system David is a Prison Advice &  Care Trust Ambassador (PACT) and a 
Freedom Programme Ambassador. 

Joanna Cherry QC MP is the SNP Shadow Home Secretary. She led the landmark legal challenge against the 
UK Government’s unlawful prorogation of Parliament. Prior to entering Parliament, Joanna practiced as an 
Advocate for 20 years and was a specialist sex crimes prosecutor. In Parliament she has defended sex-based 
protections & the freedom of speech of women. She came out as a lesbian over 30 years ago and 
campaigned against section 28. She has spent a lifetime marching & campaigning for the rights of the 
LGBT+ community & as a politician regularly speaks up for their rights in parliament and beyond. 
@joannaccherry 

Michael Conroy has worked in Secondary education for 15 years. He has become increasingly engaged in 
working with boys & young men (& the professionals who support them) generating constructive dialogues 
about the social influences that persuade us what it means to 'Be A Man’. In addition to schools-based work, 
Michael facilitates men's discussion groups in various cities, with male &  female speakers, & is a Youth 
Mental Health Instructor with a keen interest in suicide prevention. He will be publishing a manual for 
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educators called ‘Foundations: A Programme of Support and Challenge for Boys, Young Men & Those Who 
Work with Them’ in 2020. @michealconraoi  

Frances Crook was the campaigns co-coordinator at Amnesty International’s British Section from 1980 to 
1985.  After taking a Medieval and Modern History degree at Liverpool University she qualified as a teacher, 
working in secondary schools in Liverpool and London until 1980. She has been a Labour Councillor, school 
governor and Governor of Greenwich University. From 2009 to 2011 she was an NHS Non-Executive Director 
of Barnet Primary Care Trust responsible for the provision of hospital & primary health care. Frances Crook 
was awarded the Freedom of the City of London in 1997 and an OBE in the Queen’s New Years Honours list 
2010. She was awarded honorary doctorates in law from the University of Liverpool in 2016 and Leeds 
Beckett University in 2018. She is a Senior Visiting Fellow at the London School of Economics and a Senior 
Visiting Fellow at the Department of Criminology at Leicester University. She was appointed Chief Executive 
of the Howard League for Penal Reform in 1986. In this role she has been responsible for research 
programmes & campaigns to raise public concern about the penal system. The charity has campaigned to 
reduce child arrests, reduce the over-use of custody & improve conditions in prison.  Under her direction the 
number of staff & turnover of the charity have grown twenty-fold. The charity provides legal advice to 
children and young adults in custody & has taken a number of successful judicial reviews that have improved 
the treatment of young people in custody & on release. 

Professor Mary Davis is a Labour Historian. She has, from a Marxist perspective, written, broadcast & 
lectured widely on women’s history, labour history, imperialism & racism. She was awarded the TUC 
Women’s Gold Badge in 2010 for services to trade unionism. She currently serves on the Morning Star 
Management Committee, the Sylvia Memorial Committee and is Secretary of Marx Memorial Library. 

Stephanie Davies-Arai is a communication skills trainer & author of Communicating with Kids. She is an 
experienced speaker on parenting, feminism & 'transgender' children. She has spoken at events around the 
UK, including in the House of Commons & the House of Lords & has been interviewed across the media, 
including BBC Woman's Hour, The Today programme & Newsnight. She founded the organisation 
Transgender Trend in 2015  producing a schools guide “Supporting gender diverse and trans-identified 
students in schools” in 2018, for which she was shortlisted for the John Maddox prize 2018, an award which 
“recognises the work of individuals who promote sound science & evidence on a matter of public interest, 
facing difficulty or hostility in doing so.” Stephanie has contributed chapters to Transgender Children and 
Young People: Born in Your Own Body and Inventing Transgender Children and Young People, both 
collections of essays edited by Heather Brunskell-Evans & Michele Moore, published by Cambridge Scholars. 

Cindy Douglas is a singer/songwriter and voice coach & an active member of the Musician’s Union. Her 
political activism began in her teens demonstrating on behalf of students, miners & the CND. In later years 
she worked as an HR consultant but left for her music & family. Highlights from her activism include 
successfully moving motions at the MU Delegate Conference, Scottish Trade Union Congress (STUC) and 
STUC Women’s Conference; creating women in music network; and, co-founding the Rise Up Quines! 
Festival to celebrate women in leadership and to promote activism & political leadership at local & national 
levels. 
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Charlie Evans is a human biology graduate from the University of East London. Once a trans identifying 
teenager, she was an avid supporter of gender identity until social transition worsened her health & 
confidence. Returning to the conversation years later, Charlie challenges the idea her body - and the bodies 
of others with gender dysphoria - is 'wrong', & encourages conversations & scientific research into more 
treatment options besides transition. Charlie is the founder of the Detrans Advocacy Network, the first 
charity focussing on supporting desisters & detransitioners. You can follow the Detrans Advocacy Network  
on Twitter @DetransAdNet 
 
Maya Forstater is a researcher & writer working on business & sustainable development. She lost her job at 
the Centre for Global Development after tweeting & writing about the difference between sex & gender 
identity, & the implications of gender self identity for women's 
rights. This is the subject of an ongoing employment discrimination 
case which is testing whether beliefs about sex & gender identity 
are protected under the Equality Act 2010. @MForstater 
 
Rosa Freedman is the inaugural Professor of Law, Conflict & Global 
Development at the University of Reading. Her research focuses on 
the United Nations, human rights, sexual exploitation & abuse in 
conflict and crisis zones, & the rights of minorities. Freedman is a 
member of the UN Secretary-General’s Civil Society Advisory Board 
on the prevention of sexual exploitation & abuse, is a Specialist 
Adviser on Safeguarding to the UK Government International 
Development Committee, & sits on the UK FCO Women, Peace and 
Security Steering Group. @GoonerProf 

Jodie Ginsberg is the chief executive of UK-based freedom of 
expression organisation Index on Censorship which campaigns on free speech issues globally. A former 
journalist, Jodie is passionate about the power of words & the importance of debate. Prior to joining Index, 
Jodie worked as a foreign correspondent & business journalist & was UK bureau chief for Reuters news 
agency. She sits on the council of global free expression network IFEX & the board of the trust for The 
Bureau of Investigative Journalism. She is a regular commentator in international media on freedom of 
expression issues. @jodieginsberg 

Lesley Gourlay is Professor of Education at UCL Institute of Education. She is Head of the IOE Centre for 
Doctoral Education and Director of the Academic Writing Centre. Her research and scholarship focuses on 
digital educational practices, student engagement, and sociomaterial perspectives on Higher Education. She 
was a trustee of the Society for Research into Higher Education from 2009 to 2015, co-founder of the SRHE 
Digital University network, is an executive editor of the journal Teaching in Higher Education, and founding 
member of the editorial board of Postdigital Science and Education. She is an invited research Fellow of the 
Royal Society of the Arts, a visiting professor at the European University Institute in Florence, and 
contributes to expert panels on the development of higher education internationally. Her recent book (co-
authored with Professor Martin Oliver) identified and analysed issues arising around Student Engagement in 
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the Digital University.  Lesley is currently completing a new book Posthumanism and the Digital University: 
Bodies, Texts and Materialities.  

Judith Green is a co-founder of Woman’s Place UK, works in women’s health & is a former user of single-sex 
services for female survivors of childhood sexual abuse.  @TybilAlper 

Kay Green is a  Labour party member and activist.  A member of Unite, Hastings & Rye CLP and the Labour 
Representation Committee, she has experience as a TU Branch Officer; Labour Party – CLP Vice Chair, Branch 
Chair, Group Liaison Officer, Women’s Forum Committee member, Conference delegate, Women’s Conference 
Delegate; LRC National Committee member as well as blogging at kaygreen.blog  
 
Nina Goswami is a senior producer & journalist for BBC News. She has worked in media her whole 
professional career including on The Sunday Times & The Sunday Telegraph. Nina is one of the leads on 
the 50:50 Project, which is the biggest collective action on increasing women’s representation in BBC 
content there has ever been. Over the last year 50:50 has rapidly expanded. More than 550 BBC teams from 
across News, Sport, Factual and Entertainment are signed up to the voluntary initiative that uses a self-
monitoring data system to effect change. @NinatheScoop 
 
Rahila Gupta is a freelance journalist, writer and activist. She is a longstanding member of Southall Black 
Sisters. Her books include: From Homebreakers to Jailbreakers: Southall Black Sisters (2003); Turning the 
Page (2019), an anthology of writings by the Southall Black Sisters support group & Provoked (2007), the 
story of a battered woman who killed her violent husband. She co-wrote the screenplay for Enslaved, on 
immigration controls (2007);  Her articles are published in The Guardian, New Humanist, New 
Internationalist & openDemocracy among other magazines, journals and websites. She & Beatrix Campbell 
are collaborating on a book, Why Doesn't Patriarchy Die? 

Philipa Harvey began teaching in 1985 and for the majority of that time has been a primary school teacher. 
She spent 5 years as a Local Authority advisory teacher and was out of school for one year as National 
President of the National Union of Teachers (now NEU). Throughout this time she has challenged sexism & 
sex stereotypes in the schools she has worked in, her workplaces & her Union as well as in wider society. 
She recently chaired a joint Union & Local Authority conference on challenging sexism which also had a 
strong emphasis on developing healthy relationships 

Jean Hatchet has run various campaigns over the last few years including a campaign to prevent Ched Evans 
returning to Championship football while still on license for a rape conviction & subsequently in support of 
his rape complainant after his appeal succeeded. Jean campaigns to raise awareness around domestic 
violence with her project ‘Ride For Murdered Women’ & has ridden for 293 women & over 6000 miles & 
raised over £35,000 for women’s refuges. Jean was awarded an Emma Humphrey’s Prize in 2018 for her 
work opposing male violence against women & girls. She is firmly opposed to reform of the Gender 
Recogntion Act & strongly advocates for women’s rights to single sex spaces. @JeanHatchet 
 
Vivienne Hayes MBE chief executive of The Women’s Resource Centre studied sociology at Warwick 
University, Women’s History at Essex University & Management at Westminster University. Vivienne’s first 
inspiration comes from her mother, a working class woman who left school in her early teens to work in a 
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factory, but who impressed upon her children the importance of education & an open mind. Vivienne has 
spent over 30 years working in the women’s sector, both delivering & managing services. Her passion is to 
support & improve the life experiences of women & their children & most of her work has focused on this. 
She has been key to the collaborative efforts of numerous women’s organisations in preparation of the UK 
government’s examination of CEDAW at the United Nations on their progress in achieving all women’s rights. 
Vivienne was a commissioner for Women’s National Commission, one of the first Trustees of Rosa the UK 
Fund for Women  & has recently advised the Women’s Foundation. Vivienne was awarded the National 
Diversity Award 2013 for Gender Role Model. The Women’s Resource Centre won Third Sector 2014 award 
for Britain’s Most Admired Charity.  
 
Dr Emma Hilton is an academic developmental biologist studying aspects of human genetic diseases, 
including sex-specific disorders and those affecting the genitourinary tract. She is a previous recipient of the 
Outstanding Young Investigator award from the European Society of Human Genetics. She teaches about 
reproduction, genes, inheritance and genetic disorders. Emma has a special interest in promoting public 
understanding of biological sex and campaigning for fairness in female sports. @FondofBeetles 
 
Susan Himmelweit is a feminist economist whose research focuses on the gender implications of economic 
& social policy, the economics & policy of caring & intra-household inequalities.  She was the founding 
Chair of the UK Women's Budget Group, a think tank that analyses the gender impact of government policy,  
& remains an active member and co-ordinator of its Policy Advisory Group. She has been a member of a 
number of commissions in including the LSE’s on Gender, Inequality and Power, UCL’s on Mission-Oriented 
Innovation & Industrial Strategy and the WBG’s on a Gender-Equal Economy. She has also served on various 
expert advisory groups, including for the UK Equality and Human Rights Commission on “Working Better”, 
“Making Fair Financial Decisions” & “Cumulative Equality Impact Assessment”. In 2009, she was the 
President of the International Association for Feminist Economics (IAFFE), and from 1996 to 2012, an 
Associate Editor of its journal Feminist Economics. She is Emeritus Professor of Economics at the Open 
University and visiting Professor at the Department of Gender Studies at the London School of Economics. 
 
Claire Heuchan is an author & award-winning essayist who blogs as Sister Outrider. She writes for the 
leading lesbian media site AfterEllen.com, & co-authored What is Race? with Nikesh Shukla. Claire is 
currently writing Reclaiming Sisterhood, a book about intersectional feminism. Her work has been featured 
in collections such as To Exist is to Resist: Black Feminism in Europe & 404 Ink's bestseller, Nasty Women. 
@ClaireShrugged 
 
Karen Ingala Smith has been recording the names of and commemorating all UK women killed by men since 
2012. She is co-founder of the Femicide Census. Karen is CEO of Nia, a London charity supporting women 
who have been subjected to sexual and domestic violence and abuse, including prostitution. 
 
Jane Clare Jones is a feminist philosopher, writer & teacher who writes at the intersection of feminism, 
politics & culture for both popular & academic audiences. She is the founder of The Institute of Feminist 
Thought, an online school providing accessible courses in second-wave feminism for women from a wide 
variety of backgrounds. @janeclarejones 
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Helen Joyce is The Economist's finance editor. In her former role as the paper's International editor 2013-
2017 she became interested in gender-identity ideology, & wrote several articles about the challenge it 
poses for women's rights & gay rights, as well as the dangers of transitioning children. She is now writing a 
book about these issues. Former jobs at The Economist include Brazil correspondent, based in Sao Paulo, and 
education correspondent. She has a PhD in mathematics from UCL, a masters from Cambridge and a BA from 
Trinity College Dublin. @HJoyceGender 
 

 
 

Audrey Ludwig is a practicing discrimination law solicitor.  She runs a specialist project called Tackling 
Discrimination in the East, which undertakes a mixture of casework, primarily in workplace disputes, public 
legal education & social policy, specialising in stop & search, public sector equality duty & access to justice. 
After campaigning for access to justice in Suffolk, a legal advice desert, she launched Suffolk Law Centre of 
which is Director and Senior Solicitor. @AudreySuffolk 
 
Nina M raises awareness of institutional structures that continue to abuse vulnerable women & children 
after they have left or fled domestic abuse/violence. As a survivor and a trained Freedom Programme 
Facilitator she set up and now runs the Urdu speakers helpline for the charity and supports women daily. As 
a British Muslim woman she also promotes a unified Feminism against patriarchal barriers to sisterhood, 
both within and out of faith, challenging social constructs which promote internalised misogyny. From Sept 
2020 she hopes to return to academic research of Toxic Masculinity & the Identity of Men which culminates 
in VAWG. @nina_mrs_mummy 
 
Maji is a Persian lesbian feminist who researches lesbian history, especially the relation between sexology & 
modern lesbian identities. She has written lesbian historical fictions in Farsi including a novel about Vita 
Sackville-West and Violet Trefusis & another about Wallada bint Almustakfi, an Arab lesbian poet/princess 
from the  11th century, Andalusia. Recently, she created and moderates a women-only group called Sapphic 
Historical & Archeological Society on facebook which has about 600 members.  Maji is a lesbian activist for 
twelve years, inside & outside of the UK, including her involvement with #Get the L Out UK & Lesbian 
History Group in recent years. 
 
Lucy Masoud is a former firefighter for the London Fire Brigade and proud trade unionist. As a firefighter, 
Lucy was also an elected trade union official for the Fire Brigade Union and fought to maintain female only 
spaces on fire stations. Lucy was also involved in the aftermath of the Grenfell tragedy and worked closely 
with her union during the public inquiry. Lucy now works in the legal professional working to help victims of 
domestic violence. 
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Sarah Masson is a lesbian radical feminist, a co-founder of #Get The L Out UK, & a co-founder of several 
lesbian separatist spaces & gatherings. 

Marjorie Mayo has been involved in community-based education, community organising and 
community development for many years. She has taught and researched in these fields, based at 
Ruskin College Oxford and Goldsmiths, University of London. 
 
Joan McAlpine MSP is member of The Scottish Parliament & chair of its Culture, Tourism, Europe & 
External Affairs Committee. The committee took evidence on sex & gender identity in the 2021 census & 
published an influential report in 2019 recommending the sex question remain binary. This recommendation 
was adopted by government, though concerns remain about the self identification of sex in data gathering, 
including the census. Joan was the first UK parliamentarian to publicly express concern about the conflation 
of sex & gender identity from a feminist perspective. Before entering politics, she was a journalist, & worked 
as an editor & writer for publications including The Herald, The Scotsman & The Sunday Times. 
@JoanMcAlpine 
 
Ruth McGinity is Lecturer in Educational Leadership & Policy at UCL Institute of Education, London. 
Through a critical sociological approach her research considers the ways in which policy &  leadership 
interact within educational sites, &  the extent to which theories of power & identity can help make sense of 
professional practice during periods of rapid & intense reform.  
 
Becki Meakin is General Manager of Shaping Our Lives. She is a disabled person with expertise in inclusive 
involvement of people from marginalised & under-represented communities. She has conducted many user-
led research studies into inequalities experienced by people using health & social care services. She has 
worked with a range of organisations to develop inclusive involvement strategies including the British 
Association of Social Workers & University of Essex. Becki appeared in the BBC Top 100 Women's Series 
2018/19 for work with disabled women experiencing violence & abuse; raising awareness of the barriers 
disabled women face trying to access support services. @solnetwork1 
  
Michele Moore is Professor and Head of Centre for Social Justice &  Global Responsibility at London South 
Bank University & Honorary Professor in the School of Health & Social Care at the University of Essex. She is 
Editor in Chief of the leading journal Disability & Society and on the Management Board of Shaping Our 
Lives disabled service-users think tank. She has published widely on disability research & inclusive 
education, most recently co-editing books on understanding transgender intervention for children & young 
people with Heather Brunskell-Evans. She leads international human rights projects to support children, their 
families &  professionals. @michelemooreEd 
 
Gemma Moss has  been actively involved with the Women's Liberation Movement in its different forms 
since the early seventies. She spent some time as a secondary school English teacher and wrote about the 
contradictions she found in being a feminist in school.  As an academic,she has researched social 
explanations for gender differences in literacy attainment over many years and still does. She is currently 
Professor of Literacy at University College. 
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Maryam Namazie is an Iranian-born writer, activist & spokesperson for  One Law for All & Council of Ex-
Muslims of Britain. She hosts Bread & Roses TV, was featured in Islam’s Non-Believers & was a character in 
DV8 Physical Theatre’s ‘Can We Talk About This?’ She was joint winner of the 2019 Emma Humphreys 
Memorial Prize & recipient of numerous prizes including 2017 Henry H. Zumach Freedom From Religious 
Fundamentalism; 2016 Comité Laïcité République International Laïcité; 2014 Kazimierz Lyszczynski Atheist 
of the Year; 2013 Dods Women in Public Life Journalist of the Year & 2005 NSS Secularist of the Year. 
@maryamnamazie 

Julian Norman is a barrister at Drystone Chambers where she specialises in immigration & regulatory law. 
She is also a trustee of FiLiA  @Julian_Norman1 

Pragna Patel is a founding member of Southall Black Sisters’ advocacy & campaigning centre & Women 
Against Fundamentalism (now non-operational). She worked as a coordinator and senior case worker for 
Southall Black Sisters (SBS) from 1982 to 1993 when she left to train & practice as a solicitor. In 2009 she 
returned to SBS as its Director. For 40 years, she has been centrally involved in some of SBS’ most important 
cases and campaigns involving domestic violence, immigration & religious fundamentalism. She is also a 
member of Feminist Dissent & has written extensively on race, gender & religion. @SBSisters 
 
Sarah Pedersen is Professor of Communication & Media at Robert Gordon University. Her book The Scottish 
Suffragettes and the Press, was published in 2017 & she is currently writing The Politicisation of Mumsnet, 
to be published in autumn 2020. 
 
Jo Phoenix is Professor of Criminology at The Open University. She sits on the Howard League’s Research 
Advisory Group and is a Trustee for The Centre for Crime and Justice Studies.  She has previously held 
appointments at the Universities of Middlesex, Bath, Durham & Leicester. Her research interests include sex, 
gender, sexualities & justice, youth justice & punishment, the production of criminological knowledge and 
research ethics. She has written about prostitution, prostitution policy reform, child sexual exploitation, sex 
& its regulation, youth punishment & youth justice practice & policy. She is currently working on two 
projects: writing a recent history of youth justice practice & researching issues relating to sex & gender in 
the context of prisons.  
 
Radfemlawyer a.k.a. ‘Lady Justice’ is a feminist barrister. She tweets regularly, under this nom de guerre, 
about matters relating to the rights & freedoms of women & girls.  @RadFemLawyer 
 
Louise Raw is a writer, broadcaster & historian. Her book ‘Striking a Light’, in its 6th reprint,  tells the real 
story of the groundbreaking 1888 strike by women match makers in Bow, East London. Louise runs an annual 
Matchwomen’s Festival’ in London on the anniversary of the strike. She presents a history segment twice 
monthly on BBC Radio London and has appeared on the BBC’s The Victorian Slum, Who Do You Think You 
Are, Amanda Vickery’s Women & Power, and C4’s The Worst Jobs in History.  Jeremy Corbyn has 
acknowledged her work as ‘... a  history lesson that should be taught in our schools.’  @louiserawauthor 

Yasmin Rehman is a feminist, human rights activist & researcher. Yasmin is currently CEO at Juno Women’s 
Aid in Nottingham. In addition to her day job, Yasmin is often called as an expert witness in legal cases 
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providing expert reports on faith based abuse & polygamy.  Yasmin is undertaking research examining 
threats to secular & women human rights defenders in the UK & has submitted evidence to several 
Government committees. Yasmin has worked for more than 30 years predominantly on violence against 
women, race, faith & gender, & human rights. She co-edited a book, Moving in the Shadows, which 
examines violence experienced by minority women & girls in the UK. She is working on a second book 
looking at polygamous and temporary marriage & its links to violence & abuse of women & girls. Yasmin is 
currently a Board member of Centre for Women’s Justice, a member of One Law for All Coalition, a Fellow 
of The Muslim Institute & member of the Cross-Government Working Group on Hate Crimes. She is a former 
Board member of EVAW (End Violence against Women Coalition) & Centre for Secular Space. Yasmin was 
awarded the Irwin Prize for Secularist of the Year 2017. https://www.linkedin.com/in/yasmin-rehman-
a9184814/ . @RehmanYasmin 

Raquel Rosario Sánchez is a writer, campaigner & researcher from the Dominican Republic. She is a PhD 
student with the Centre forGender and Violence Research at the University of Bristol, focusing on online 
communities for sex buyers. She is a featured writer at Dominican newspaper El Caribe & Spanish platform 
Tribuna Feminista. As a campaigner, she worked with the National Organisation for Women & successfully 
championed the Equal Rights Amendment in Oregon, USA. She is part of feminist organisation Woman's 
Place UK, has collaborated with Fair Play for Women and is  FiLIA's Spokeswoman on Violence Against 
Women & Girls. @8Rosariosanchez 
 
Prof. Sophie Scott British neuroscientist and Wellcome Trust Senior Fellow at University College London. 
Her research investigates the cognitive neuroscience of voices, speech and laughter particularly speech 
perception, speech production, vocal emotions and human communication. 
 
Ruth Serwotka is  co-founder of Woman's Place UK and is an active trade unionist.  She has presented on 
many platforms at meetings across the UK &  represents WPUK in the media.  She currently works part time 
for a trade union & divides her time between west Wales & South East England. @ruthserwotka  

Holly Smith is a Lecturer in the Centre for Higher Education Studies at UCL Institute of Education where she 
leads the MA Higher Education Studies and teaches research methods on the EdD. She has worked for many 
years on professional development programmes in learning, teaching and assessment in HE. Her research has 
included working on funded projects on Open Educational Resources, access to HE and HE workforce issues. 
She is also an activist in the University and College Union and currently serving as Joint Vice President of the 
UCL branch. @hollysmith 

 
Helen Steel was one of the 'McLibel 2' who fought a long running battle for freedom of speech after being 
sued for libel by McDonald’s over leaflets criticising the corporation’s business practices.  McDonald's had a 
long track record of forcing critics to back down by threatening legal action, but with McLibel this 
spectacularly backfired.  The case became known as the worst corporate PR disaster in history, with 
thousands taking part in a campaign of mass defiance.  In 2005 the McLibel 2 won their case in the European 
Court of Human Rights which ruled the trial had breached their rights to freedom of expression. 
@HelenSteel12 
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Mary-Ann Stephenson is the Director of the Women’s Budget Group & led their work researching the 
impact of Brexit on women. She has worked for women’s equality and human rights for over twenty years as 
a campaigner, researcher and trainer at a local, national & international level . She was previously Director of 
the Fawcett Society and a Commissioner on the Women’s National Commission. She is a board member at 
Coventry Rape and Sexual Abuse Centre and at Just Fair. 

Kathleen Stock is a Professor of Philosophy at the University of Sussex. Her research expertise includes the 
nature of fiction, and her new research project concerns sex, gender, & feminism. Her public writing on sex 
& gender has been received in an atmosphere of hostility from the public, students, & colleagues alike, 
giving her a rapid education on the importance of freedom of speech in Universities and a range of 
experiences to talk about.  She tweets in a personal capacity @Docstockk; and also as a member of the team 
supporting Rachel Ara's legal campaign against Oxford Brookes University for no-platforming 
@Challenged_Uni 

Judith Suissa is Professor of Philosophy of Education at UCL Institute of Education. She has published widely 
on radical & anarchist educational theory and practice, philosophical perspectives on parenting, parent-
child-relationships, & political aspects of pedagogy, curriculum and educational provision. She is proud to be 
the daughter, mother, & sister of feminists 

Alice Sullivan is Professor of Sociology at the UCL Institute of Education, Department of Social Science, and 
Director of the 1970 British Cohort Study (BCS70) at the Centre for Longitudinal Studies (CLS). She read 
Philosophy, Politics and Economics (PPE) at Balliol College, Oxford, and went on to take her MSc. And D.Phil. 
in Sociology at Nuffield College, Oxford. Alice’s research is focussed on social and educational inequalities in 
the life course. @ProfAliceS 
 
Dr Jessica Taylor is the founder of VictimFocus, an international research, teaching and consultancy 
organisation with the sole aim of challenging the victim blaming and pathologization of women & girls 
subjected to violence & abuse. A feminist psychologist & Senior Lecturer in Forensic and Criminal 
Psychology,  Jessica has published extensively on the topics of CSE, rape, victim blaming, pathologisation of 
women, women bringing up babies from rape & global misogyny.   She publishes professional resources & 
has developed a free online course for survivors of sexual violence which has been accessed by over 10,000 
people in the first 6 months. @DrJessTaylor 
 
Liane Timmermann is a lesbian feminist activist since the early 80's. Her focus is on lesbian visibility, 
women-only spaces and violence against women and girls. She is dedicated to ensuring women’s safety and 
regularly provide security for feminist events. She is a founding member of Get The L Out lesbian activist 
group. 

Selina Todd is Professor of Modern History at Oxford University. She researches women's and working-class 
history, using oral histories, memoir and fiction alongside labour and trade union archives. Her books include 
The People: the rise and fall of the working class and Tastes of Honey: the making of Shelagh Delaney 
and a cultural revolution. She sees doing history as a public and political act, and collaborates with writers 
and community groups in researching, writing and staging historical work. @selina_todd 
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Isabelle Tracy is an artist, curator & producer who studied Fine Art at Leeds University & has a track record 
in photo syndication, screen drama development, & TV production.   She has worked in regeneration in Hull 
since 2000, kick started a music festival, secured £3M Arts Council funding for the city & led the Facebook 
campaign for Hull to become the UK’s City of Culture in 2017.  She is the instigator & curator of A Woman’s 
Work, a touring exhibition of feminist art with a focus on textiles, in partnership with Hull Culture & Leisure 
Ltd which opens at this historic conference. 
 
Pilgrim Tucker is a community organiser & campaigner, who has worked extensively with excluded, 
vulnerable and ‘seldom heard’ groups, in the UK & overseas, for over 2 decades. She is currently studying for 
a PhD in housing policy & politics. 
 
Kiri Tunks is a teacher and trade union activist. She is a co-founder of Woman’s Place UK 

Janet Veitch is Chair of the UK Women’s Budget Group and has served on its management committee for 
more than ten years. She has worked with the Government Equalities Office & Treasury on mainstreaming the 
gender perspective into policy & budgets, and now works as an independent expert on gender in public policy 
& gender budgeting in the UK and globally (Armenia, Colombia, China, Tajikistan, the Arab world, Vietnam, 
Zambia, Kenya, Korea, and Ukraine). 
 
Professor Sylvia Walby is Director of the Violence and Society Centre.  She has held a UNESCO Chair in 
Gender Research.  She has led the work to cost violence against women in UK and Europe.  Books include 
Theorizing Patriarchy and The Future of Feminism.  She is currently working on the implications of Brexit 
for violence against women. 
 
Tammi Walker is the lead producer for  In Plain Sight , a project at the core of cultural change for BBC News.  
At its heart the project looks to democratise the commissioning process whilst helping to develop new talent 
and ideas. Prior to this she worked as the lead social media producer on a number of big BBC social media 
projects such as: 100 Women, Reality Check and the award winning NHS Winter. @Tamster18 
 
Hibo Wardere is a Somali-born campaigner against female genital mutilation, author, and public speaker. 
Born in Somalia, she moved to London, England when just a teenager in 1989, as a refugee fleeing the 
Somali Civil War. Her book Cut: One Woman's Fight Against FGM in Britain Today was published in 2016. 
@hibowardere 

Angela C. Wild is a lesbian feminist activist, writer, researcher & a political artist. Her work focuses on 
promoting uncompromising lesbian visibility, building lesbian culture, fighting for women-only-spaces as 
well as challenging compulsory heterosexuality, institutionalised femininity, motherhood & pornography. 
She is a founding member of Get The L Out UK lesbian activist group and author of Lesbians At Ground Zero 
the first research on the cotton ceiling. She is a contributor to the radical feminist journal 'Rain and Thunder'. 
Her work is featured in the 'Archives Recherche Culture Lesbiennes' in Paris. She is currently pursuing a 
Masters Degree in Women’s Studies. 
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Harriet Wistrich is a solicitor who worked for renowned civil liberties law firm, Birnberg Peirce and Partners. 
She is the winner of the Liberty Human Rights Lawyer of the Year award 2014, Legal Aid Lawyer of the Year 
2018 for public law and Law Society Gazette personality of the year 2019!  She has acted in many high 
profile cases around violence against women including on behalf of women who challenged the police & 
parole board in the John Worboys case, women deceived in relationships by undercover police officers & on 
behalf of women appealing murder convictions for killiing abusive partners, most recently Sally Challen.  She 
is founder and director of  The Centre for Women’s Justice, a multi partner organisation that brings cases 
holding the state to account in relation to violence against women & girls. She is also founder member of 
Justice for Women & trustee of the charity, the Emma Humphreys Memorial Prize. 
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Feminist market place 

 
A Woman’s Work    https://www.isabelletracy.com/  
Exhibition curator  
 
Centre for Women's Justice   www.centreforwomensjustice.org.uk 
The Centre for Women’s Justice is a new charity, founded in 2016. We aim to bring together specialist lawyers, 
academics & other experts in the field of violence against women, with those working on the frontline as activists, 
survivors and service providers to bring strategic law challenges and ensure access to justice for victims of male 
violence.  
 
Fair Play for Women   www.fairplayforwomen.com 
Fair Play For Women is a campaigning and consultancy group which raises awareness, provides evidence & analysis, & 
works to protect the rights of women & girls in the UK. 
 
FiLiA     www.filia.org.uk 
Building Sisterhood & Solidarity. Amplifying the Voices of Women. Defending Women’s Human Rights 
 
Get the L Out    www.gettheloutuk.com  
We are a grassroots lesbian feminist activist group aiming at creating an autonomous lesbian community and an 
uncompromising lesbian visibility that is not controlled by men’s desires & visions of who we are. 
We strongly argue that the only way to end anti-lesbianism is to get the L out of the GBT community  and build 
women-centred alliances with all lesbians & feminists willing to end male domination & women’s oppression. 
 
LGB Alliance    www.lgballiance.org.uk 
Advancing the interests of LGB people. 
 
National Assembly of Women  www.sisters.org.uk 
The National Assembly of Women was founded on 8 March 1952 to work for full social, economic, legal, political and 
cultural independence, equality for women irrespective of age, race, religion, philosophical belief, sexual orientation or 
nationality, aims which can only be realised fully in a world at peace 
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Nordic Model Now    www.nordicmodelnow.org 
Movement for the abolishment of prostitution   
 
Safe Schools Alliance   www.safeschoolsallianceuk.net 
The SSA campaign is focused on working with schools and educators to ensure that school policies meet the 
safeguarding needs of all students whilst taking into account the protected characteristics of the Equality Act 2010. We 
endeavour to provide clarity on the law and offer unbiased, evidence-based guidance and support where conflict 
between protected characteristics arises. 
 
Southall Black Sisters   www.southallblacksisters.org 
Southall Black Sisters founded in 1979 addresses the needs of Black (Asian & Caribbean) women empowering them to 
escape poverty & violence. 
 
Transgender Trend   www.transgendertrend.com 
Producing resources to enable schools, care-givers & health care professionals to support trans identifying children. 
Come & chat, collect some of our resources & pick up a copy of our beautiful body positive early years book 
#mybodyisme. Meet & greet the award winning author Rachel Rooney who will be signing copies from 12.30pm. 
 
Women's Budget Group   www.wbg.org 
The Women’s Budget Group is an independent, not-for-profit organisation that monitors the impact of government 
policies on men and women. We put forward policies for a more gender equal future and build the capacity of women 
and women’s groups to participate in economic debates. 
 
Women's Resource Centre   www.wrc.org 
Continuously and tirelessly working to ensure the women’s sector is alive and well despite the increasingly 
challenging reality in which it operates. With a network of over 500, WRC has an incomparable reach and 
understanding of women and their organisations. 
 
WPUK     www.womansplaceuk.org 
Come & talk to the team, check out our merch, pick up a manifesto & find out about organising a meeting in your area. 
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Facilities   

Social Media & WiFi 
WiFi login: womenslib 

Hashtag: #WomensLib2020 

Map 
Please find an interactive map here 

www.20bedfordway.com 

Creche 
Pre-booked creche facility. You will be directed at registration. 

Multi faith prayer room  
Situated on floor 3.  

Quiet rooms 
We have designated two quiet rooms 

Please ask our volunteer helpers..  

Catering & refreshments 
Tea, coffee, juice, water, biscuits 

 vegetarian & vegan sandwiches will be laid out in the Jeffrey Hall 

Toilets 
There are fully accessible toilets on floors 4,5 & 9. 

Male and female designated toilets are available on all floors by the lifts/stairs. 
We respectfully ask all attendees to use the toilets that correspond with their sex. 

There are gender neutral toilets throughout the building and all the toilets in the new Wing (rooms with W 
numbers) are single occupancy gender neutral. 

Accessibility 
Wheelchair access to the venue is at the main entrance on Bedford Way.  

Blue badge parking for three cars situated at 20 Bedford way. 
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The building has a Deaf Messaging System & the auditoriums have hearing loops. 
For more detailed information please visit www.20bedfordway.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

In sisterhood & solidarity 
Centre for Womens Justice 

www.centreforwomensjustice.org.uk 
 

FiLiA 
www.filia.org.uk 

 

National Assembly of Women 
www.sisters.org.uk 

 

Southall Black Sisters 
www.southallblacksisters.org 

 

UCL Women’s Liberation SI 
https://blogs.ucl.ac.uk/feminism/ 
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Woman’s Place UK 
www.womansplaceuk.org  

 
 
 

Gallery in order of programme, left to right. 
National Women’s Liberation Conference Ruskin College Oxford 1970, WPUK steward Brighton 2018, WPUK misc, WPUK Banner stitched by Emma Dolan July 2019, 

Susan B Anthony WPUK banner stitched by by Catherine Drury, A Woman’s Place is on the Podium 2019, Millicent Fawcett Statue July 2019. 
Image from WPUK Banner stitched by Emma Dolan, Handmade quilt Anon, Image from WPUK Banner stitched by Emma Nolan. Spring Flowers quilt stitched by 

Holly Smith 
Magdalen Berns. 

Mannequin WLM London 1971. 
WPUK Tolpuddle 2019, Grunwick Strike 1976, Olive Morris London date unknown, Dagenham Machinists 1968. 

Women Speak Up Banner at the trial of Linda Bellos & Venice Allen 2019, Protest #webelieveher At Greek High Commission re their prosecutions of a raped British 
woman 2020,  Venus signs unknown, ReSisters Protest at Downsview Women’s Prison 2019. 

Protest sign unknown, Isreali women protesting outside Cyprus Courts 2020 #webelieveher re their prosecution of a raped British woman, “Black Youth Project 
100” protest the J Marion Sims statue, Leeds reclaim the night 2010. 

Mis Stress London 1971, WL March  London 1971, Emma Humphreys & Julie Bindel 1995, WL March London 1971. 
WASPI Women date unknown, The 50:50 Project date unknown, International Feminist Network ‘Wages for housework’ campaign 1976, WASPI women 2019. 

Kathy Switzer Boston Marathon 1967, Get TheL Out Vienna 2019 15th June, Abortion rights protest unknown, Nettie Stevens credited with the discovery of sex 
hormones. 

Sign from the first  NWLC Oxford 1970, Twitter HQ London 2019, Graffiti Camden 2019 
Leeds Spinner banner stitched by Leeds Spinners. 

WPUK Norwich 2019, Jean Hatchet ‘Rides for murdered women’, J Bindel,  Get the L Out, WPUK London 2019 
Covered male statue Ruskin College Oxford NWLC 1970, Banner Oxford 1970, Protest Oxford 1970 

WPUK at Emma Humprhrey’s Memorial Award ft Jenni Murray 2018, Sarah WPUK events organiser London 2019, A Woman’s Place is on the Podium London 2019 
Shrew front cover 1976, Red Rag Issue 3 1973, Spare Rib Issue 52 1976, Ms Magazine 1972 

Emmeline Pankhurt arrested at Buckingham Palace 1914, Surveillance footage of Suffragettes in Holloway Prison exercise yard  c 1915, The Daily MIrror 1910. 
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